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The only smartness Pospichil and Raitch showed was
in getting out of the train at Thonon.    There was no
inspection of passengers at Thonon.    But then they
went to an hotel to sleep off the effects of the train journey.
They had no baggage and they were foreigners.   The
hotel proprietor asked for their passports and gave them
rooms.    The police of Thonon came to question them
and, although they were  quite polite, Pospichil and
Raitch realized that the game was up.    They had no
further chance of getting into Switzerland unobserved.
Pospichil pretended to know no French; Raitch prattled
in Portuguese, which the police thought was Italian,
M, Morel, of the Thonon police, telephoned M. Petit
that there were two Italians with Czecho-Slovak passports
at an hotel and that their behaviour was suspicious,
Petit did not think this communication important and
did not hurry to Thonon.   But at one in the morning
the secret police from Paris telephoned the names Novak
and Benes, travelling from Fontainebleau, and requested
M. Petit to be on the look-out for them.

M. Petit arrived at Thonon in the early hours of the
morning, posted men to guard the entrances of the hotel,
wakened up the hotel porter and had himself taken to
the rooms occupied by the suspects. Two inspectors
of police came up to stand by Pospichil and Raitch
while they dressed, Then having first searched them
for arms, Petit had them taken under arrest to the
police station.

The interrogation commenced. It is not the custom
in France to caution prisoners or to Inform them that
any statement they may make is purely voluntary, The
two terrorists were much more communicative then
than they were afterwards, when interested parties
warned them to give nothing away. They confessed
their real names and gave abundance of detail in
describing their activities since they had left Hungary.
There were serious language difficulties, as Pospichil
would not make use of the French he knew. He did